	 Newsletter
	[image: image1.png]




	THE  HONG  KONG  SOCIETY  OF

COMMUNITY  MEDICINE
	

	Volume 14 Issue 1
	March 2004


[image: image2.wmf]
[image: image3.wmf]
T
Academic Meeting on Nutrition Labeling  
he last academic meeting was held on 30 January 2004. Dr Jacqueline Choi, from Food and Environmental Department, HKSAR has given a very comprehensive presentation on the topic on Nutrition Labeling. There were about 30 audiences from various professions attended the meeting and they participated actively in the discussion session. The abstract of the talk was summarized below:    
( The burden of chronic noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) is rapidly increasing worldwide.  The role of diet and nutrition as determinants of chronic NCDs is well established. 

Nutrition information on food labels is an important public health tool to promote a balanced diet.  There is a global movement towards the labelling of nutrition information.  Many countries have developed their own labelling scheme ranging from voluntary unless with nutrient-related claims (e.g. EU and Singapore) to mandatory (e.g. USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Japan and Malaysia) ones. Overseas experiences have shown that nutrition labeling can have positive impact on food consumption pattern, save health care costs and humans lives.  
From 25 November 2003 to 31 January 2004, a public consultation exercise on “Labelling Scheme of Nutrition Information” was launched by the Government to consult the stakeholders on views of introducing a labelling scheme on nutrition information in prepackaged food in HKSAR. The labelling scheme aims at facilitating consumers to make healthy food choices, encouraging food manufacturers to apply sound nutrition principles in the formulation of foods which would benefit public health, and regulating misleading or deceptive labels and claims.  

In formulating the proposed labeling requirements, the important factors that have been taken into consideration included: international development and consensus, local health situation, compliance cost for the food trade, implications on food choices, laboratory technique for analysis and consumer acceptance. ( 
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T
Academic Meeting 
he next academic meeting will be organized on 24 March 2004. The details of the meeting is as follows:

	Name of topic
	:
	The importance of wild and domestic animals in emerging infectious diseases in Southern China

	Speaker
	:
	Professor Yuen Kwok Yung

Chair Professor of Infectious Disease & Head of Department of Microbiology,

University of Hong Kong

	Date 
	:
	24 March 2004 

	Time
	:
	6:00 pm to 7: 00 pm 

	Venue
	:
	Lecture Hall

The Federation of Medical Societies of Hong Kong

4/F, Duke of Windsor Social Service Building

15 Hennessy Road, Wan Chai
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	:
	1 CME point accredited by Hong Kong College of Community Medicine
1 CME point accredited by Hong Kong College of Family Physicians
1 CME point for doctors who are not taking CME programme for specialists and have registered with one of the CME programme administrators (Department of Health, Hong Kong Academy of Medicine, Hong Kong Doctors Union Ltd. or Hong Kong Medical Association)
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Social Function 
T he Society will organize a visit to the Hong Kong Observatory at Tsim Sha Tsui. It will be held in the afternoon of 24 April 2004 (Saturday). The details will be announced later.   
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